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Dresden, September igth, 1786.

THERE are few men here, yet is the machine
tolerably well regulated: nothing can better prove
that order and constancy are more necessary for
good government than great talents.

The extreme credit of Marcolini is to be re-
garded as a popular rumour. He is a favourite
without ascendency (as without merit) at least in
the Cabinet; his influence does not extend beyond
the Court. At present he is in Italy, and the
routine of affairs is the same. Probably some
favours which pass through his hands, and which
the excessive devotion of the Elector rather
bestows on Catholics than on Lutherans, are the
real cause of these murmurs; which, however,
are sufficiently believed to occasion the Emperor
to make a stupid blunder. He has sent here one
of the silliest of ambassadors; one O'Kelly, an
Irishman; because that Marcolini had married his
niece. He thought by this means to have governed
everything; but the trap was so palpably grossnecure on M. da Vivier ?o a Chevalier
